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Articles of agreement and convention made and concluded at the treaty-ground at Hell Gate, in
the Bitter Root Valley, this sixteenth day of July, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-five, by and between Isaac |. Stevens, governor and superintendent of Indian affairsfor the
Territory of Washington, on the part of the United States, and the undersigned chiefs, head-men,
and delegates of the confederated tribes of the Flathead, K ootenay, and Upper Pend d’ Oreilles
Indians, on behalf of and acting for said confederated tribes, and being duly authorized thereto by
them. It being understood and agreed that the said confederated tribes do hereby constitute a
nation, under the name of the Flathead Nation, with Victor, the head chief of the Fleathead tribe,
asthe head chief of the said nation, and that the severa chiefs, head-men, and delegates, whose
names are signed to this treaty, do hereby, in behalf of their respective tribes, recognise Victor as
said head chief.

ARTICLE 1.

The said confederated tribe of Indians hereby cede, relinquish, and convey to the United States
al their right, title, and interest in and to the country occupied or claimed by them, bounded and
described as follows, to wit:

Commencing on the main ridge of the Rocky Mountains at the forty-ninth (49th) parallel of
latitude, thence westwardly on that parallel to the divide between the Flat-bow or Kootenay River
and Clarke's Fork, thence southerly and southeasterly along said divide to the one hundred and
fifteenth degree of longitude, (115°,) thence in a southwesterly direction to the divide between the
sources of the St. Regis Borgiaand the Coeur d” Alene Rivers, thence southeasterly and southerly
along the main ridge of the Bitter Root Mountains to the divide between the head-waters of the
K oos-koos-kee River and of the southwestern fork of the Bitter Root River, thence easterly along
the divide separating the waters of the several tributaries of the Bitter Root River from the waters
flowing into the Salmon and Snake Rivers to the main ridge of the Rocky Mountains, and thence
northerly along said main ridge to the place of beginning.

ARTICLE 2.
Thereis, however, reserved from the lands above ceded, for the use and occupation of the said

confederated tribes, and as a general Indian reservation, upon which may be placed other friendly
tribes and bands of Indians of the Territory of Washington who may agree to be consolidated with
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the tribes parties to this treaty, under the common designation of the Flathead Nation, with Victor,
head chief of the Flathead tribe, as the head chief of the nation, the tract of land included within
the following boundaries, to wit:

Commencing at the source of the main branch of the Jocko River; thence along the divide
separating the waters flowing into the Bitter Root River from those flowing into the Jocko to a
point on Clarke's Fork between the Camash and Horse Prairies; thence northerly to, and along the
divide bounding on the west the Flathead River, to a point due west from the point half way in
| atitude between the northern and southern extremities of the Flathead Lake; thence on a due east
courseto the divide whence the Crow, the Prune, the So-ni-el-em and the Jocko Rivers take their
rise, and thence southerly along said divide to the place of beginning.

All which tract shall be set apart, and, so far as necessary, surveyed and marked out for the
exclusive use and benefit of said confederated tribes as an Indian reservation. Nor shall any white
man, excepting those in the employment of the Indian department, be permitted to reside upon the
said reservation without permission of the confederated

[*723]

tribes, and the superintendent and agent. And the said confederated tribes agree to remove to and
settle upon the same within one year after the ratification of this treaty. In the meantime it shall be
lawful for them to reside upon any ground not in the actual claim and occupation of citizens of
the United States, and upon any ground claimed or occupied, if with the permission of the owner
or claimant.

Guaranteeing however the right to all citizens of the United States to enter upon and occupy as
settlers any lands not actually occupied and cultivated by said Indians at this time, and not
included in the reservation above named. And provided, That any substantial improvements
heretofore made by any Indian, such as fields enclosed and cultivated and houses erected upon
the lands hereby ceded, and which he may be compelled to abandon in consequence of this treaty,
shall bevalued under the direction of the President of the United States, and payment made
therefor in money, or improvements of an equal value be made for said Indian upon the
reservation; and no Indian will be required to abandon the improvements aforesaid, now occupied
by him, until their value in money or improvements of an equal value shall be furnished him as
aforesaid.

ARTICLE 3.

And provided, That if necessary for the public convenience roads may be run through the said
reservation; and, on the other hand, the right of way with free access from the same to the nearest
public highway is secured to them, as a so the right in common with citizens of the United States
to travel upon all public highways.

The exclusive right of taking fish in all the streams running through or bordering said
reservation is further secured to said Indians; as also the right of taking fish at all usual and
accustomed places, in common with citizens of the Territory, and of erecting temporary buildings
for curing; together with the privilege of hunting, gathering roots and berries, and pasturing their
horses and cattle upon open and unclaimed land.
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ARTICLE 4.

In consideration of the above cession, the United States agree to pay to the said confederated
tribes of Indians, in addition to the goods and provisions distributed to them at the time of signing
this treaty the sum of one hundred and twenty thousand dollars, in the following manner—that is
to say: For thefirst year after the ratification hereof, thirty-six thousand dollars, to be expended
under the direction of the President, in providing for their removal to the reservation, breaking up
and fencing farms, building houses for them, and for such other objects as he may deem
necessary. For the next four years, six thousand dollars each year; for the next five years, five
thousand dollars each year; for the next five years, four thousand dollars each year; and for the
next five years, three thousand dollars each year.

All which said sums of money shall be applied to the use and benefit of the said Indians, under
the direction of the President of the United States, who may from time to time determine, at his
discretion, upon what beneficial objects to expend the same for them, and the superintendent of
Indian affairs, or other proper officer, shall each year inform the President of the wishes of the
Indiansin relation thereto.

ARTICLES.

The United States further agree to establish at suitable points within said reservation, within
one year after the ratification hereof, an agricultural and industrial school, erecting the necessary
buildings, keeping the samein repair, and providing it with furniture, books, and stationery, to be
located at the agency, and to be free to the children of the said tribes, and to employ a suitable
instructor or instructors. To furnish one blacksmith shop, to which shall be attached atin and gun
shop; one carpenter’ s shop; one wagon and plough-maker’ s shop; and to keep the same in repair,
and furnished with the

[*724]

necessary tools. To employ two farmers, one blacksmith, one tinner, one gunsmith, one carpenter,
one wagon and plough maker, for the instruction of the Indians in trades, and to assist them in the
same. To erect one saw-mill and one flouring-mill, keeping the same in repair and furnished with
the necessary tools and fixtures, and to employ two millers. To erect a hospital, keeping the same
in repair, and provided with the necessary medicines and furniture, and to employ a physician;
and to erect, keep in repair, and provide the necessary furniture the buildings required for the
accommodation of said employees. The said buildings and establishments to be maintained and
kept in repair as aforesaid, and the employees to be kept in service for the period of twenty years.

And in view of the fact that the head chiefs of the said confederated tribes of Indians are
expected and will be called upon to perform many services of a public character, occupying much
of their time, the United States further agree to pay to each of the Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper
Pend d’ Oreilles tribes five hundred dollars per year, for the term of twenty years after the
ratification hereof, as a salary for such persons as the said confederated tribes may select to be
their head chiefs, and to build for them at suitable points on the reservation a comfortable house,
and properly furnish the same, and to plough and fence for each of them ten acres of land. The
salary to be paid to, and the said houses to be occupied by, such head chiefs so long as they may
be elected to that position by their tribes, and no longer.

And all the expenditures and expenses contemplated in this article of this treaty shall be
defrayed by the United States, and shall not be deducted from the annuities agreed to be paid to
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said tribes. Nor shall the cost of transporting the goods for the annuity payments be a charge upon
the annuities, but shall be defrayed by the United States.

ARTICLE 6.

The President may from time to time, at his discretion, cause the whole, or such portion of
such reservation as he may think proper, to be surveyed into lots, and assign the same to such
individuals or families of the said confederated tribes as are willing to avail themselves of the
privilege, and will locate on the same as a permanent home, on the same terms and subject to the
same regulations as are provided in the sixth article of the treaty with the Omahas, so far as the
same may be applicable.

ARTICLE 7.

The annuities of the aforesaid confederated tribes of Indians shall not be taken to pay the debts
of individuals.

ARTICLE 8.

The aforesaid confederated tribes of Indians acknowledge their dependence upon the
Government of the United States, and promise to be friendly with all citizens thereof, and pledge
themselves to commit no depredations upon the property of such citizens. And should any one or
more of them violate this pledge, and the fact be satisfactorily proved before the agent, the
property taken shall be returned, or, in default thereof, or if injured or destroyed, compensation
may be made by the Government out of the annuities. Nor will they make war on any other tribe
except in self-defence, but will submit all matters
of difference between them and other Indians to the Government of the United States, or its agent,
for decision, and abide thereby. And if any of the said Indians commit any depredations on any
other Indians within the jurisdiction of the United States, the same rule shall prevail as that
prescribed in this article, in case of depredations against citizens. And the said tribes agree not to
shelter or conceal offenders against the laws of the United States, but to deliver them up to the
authoritiesfor trial.

ARTICLEO.

The said confederated tribes desire to exclude from their reservation the use of ardent spirits,
and to prevent their people from drinking the same; and therefore it is provided that any Indian
belonging to said confederated tribes of Indians who is guilty of bringing

[*725]
liquor into said reservation, or who drinks liquor, may have his or her proportion of the annuities
withheld from him or her for such time as the President may determine.

ARTICLE 10.

The United States further agree to guaranty the exclusive use of the reservation provided for in
this treaty, as against any claims which may be urged by the Hudson Bay Company under the
provisions of the treaty between the United States and Great Britain of the fifteenth of June,
eighteen hundred and forty-six, in consequence of the occupation of atrading-post on the Pru-in
River by the servants of that company.
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ARTICLE 11

It is, moreover, provided that the Bitter Root Valley, above the Loo-lo Fork, shall be carefully
surveyed and examined, and if it shall prove, in the judgment of the President, to be better
adapted to the wants of the Flathead tribe than the general reservation provided for in thistreaty,
then such portions of it as may be necessary shall be set apart as a separate reservation for the
said tribe. No portion of the Bitter Root Valley, above the Loo-lo Fork, shall be opened to
settlement until such examination is had and the decision of the President made known.

ARTICLE 12.

Thistreaty shall be obligatory upon the contracting parties as soon as the same shall be ratified
by the President and Senate of the United States.

In testimony whereof, the said Isaac |. Stevens, governor and superintendent of Indian affairs
for the Territory of Washington, and the undersigned head chiefs, chiefs and principal men of the
Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d' Oreilles tribes of Indians, have hereunto set their hands
and seals, at the place and on the day and year hereinbefore
written.

Isaac |. Stevens, [L. S]
Governor and Superintendent Indian AffairsW. T.

Victor, head chief of the Flathead Nation, hisx mark. [L. S]
Alexander, chief of the Upper Pend d’ Oreilles, hisx mark. [L. S]
Michelle, chief of the Kootenays, hisx mark. [L. S]
Ambrose, hisx mark. [L. S.]
Pah-soh, hisx mark. [L. S]
Bear Track, hisx mark. [L. S.]
Adolphe, hisx mark. [L. S]
Thunder, hisx mark. [L. S.]
Big Canoe, hisx mark. [L. S]
Kootel Chah, hisx mark. [L. S]
Paul, hisx mark. [L. S.]
Andrew, hisx mark. [L. S]]
Michelle, hisx mark. [L. S.]
Battiste, hisx mark. [L. S]
Kootenays.
Gun Flint, hisx mark. [L. S.]
Little Michelle, hisx mark. [L. S]]
Paul See, hisx mark. [L. S]]
Moses, hisx mark. [L. S.]
James Doty, secretary.
R. H. Lansdale, Indian Agent.
W. H. Tappan, sub Indian Agent.
Henry R. Crosire,
Gustavus Sohon, Flathead Interpreter.
A. J. Hoecken, sp. mis.
William Craig.

* This copy of thetreaty was taken from http://digital.library.okstate.edu/kappl er/vol 2/tocy3.htm
-Y7
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Articles of atreaty made and concluded at Fort Bridger, Utah Territory,on the third day of
July, inthe year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, by and between the
undersigned commissioners on the part of the United States, and the undersigned chiefs and head-
men of and representing the Shoshonee (eastern band)and Bannack tribes of Indians, they being
duly authorized to act in the premises:

ARTICLE 1.

From this day forward peace between the parties to this treaty shall forever continue. The
Government of the United States desires peace, and its honor is hereby pledged to keepit. The
Indians desire peace, and they hereby pledge their honor to maintain it. If bad men among the
whites, or among other people subject to the authority of the United States, shall commit any
wrong upon the person or property of the Indians, the United States will, upon proof made to the
agent and forwarded to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,at Washington City, proceed at once
to cause the offender to be arrested and
punished according to the laws of the United States, and also re-imburse the injured person for
the loss sustained.

If bad men among the Indians shall commit awrong or depredation upon the person or
property of any one, white, black, or Indian, subject to the authority of the United States, and at
peace therewith, the Indians herein named solemnly agree that they will, on proof made to their
agent and notice by him, deliver up the wrong-doer to the United States, to be tried and punished
according to the laws; and in case they wilfully refuse so to do, the person injured shall be re-
imbursed for hisloss from the annuities or other moneys due or to become due to them under this
or other treaties made with the United States. And the President, on advising with the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, shall prescribe such rules and regulations for ascertaining
damages under the provisions of this article asin hisjudgment may be proper.But no such
damages shall be adjusted and paid until thoroughly examined and passed upon by the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and noone sustaining loss while violating or because of his
violating the provisions of this treaty or the laws of the United States, shall be reimbursed
therefor.

ARTICLE 2.
It is agreed that whenever the Bannacks desire areservation to be set apart for their use, or
whenever the President of the United States shall deem it advisable for them to be put upon a

reservation, he shall cause a suitable one to be selected for themin their present country, which
shall embrace reasonable portions of the “PortNeuf” and “Kansas
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Prairie” countries, and that, when this reservation is declared, the United States will secure to the
Bannacks the same rights and privileges therein, and make the same and like expenditures therein
for their benefit, except the agency-house and residence of agent, in proportion to their numbers,
as herein provided for the Shoshonee reservation. The United States further agrees that the
following

[¥1021]

district of country, to wit: Commencing at the mouth of Owl Creek and running due south to the
crest of the divide between the Sweet-water and Papo Agie Rivers; thence along the crest of said
divide and the summit of Wind River Mountains to the longitude of North Fork of Wind River;
thence due north to mouth of said North Fork and up its

channel to a point twenty miles above its mouth; thence in a straight line to head-waters of Owl
Creek and along middle of channel of Owl Creek to place of beginning, shall be and the sameis
set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use and occupation of the Shoshonee Indians herein
named, and for such other friendly tribes or individual Indians as from time to time they may be
willing, with the consent of the United States, to admit amongst them; and the United States now
solemnly agrees that no persons except those herein designated and authorized so to do, and
except such officers, agents, and employés of the Government as may be authorized to enter upon
Indian reservations in discharge of duties enjoined by law, shall ever be permitted to pass over,
settle upon, or reside in the

territory described in this article for the use of said Indians, and henceforth they will and do
hereby relinquish dl title, claims, or rightsin and to any portion of the territory of the United
States, except such as is embraced within the limits aforesaid.

ARTICLE 3.

The United States agrees, at its own proper expense, to construct at a suitable point of the
Shoshonee reservation a warehouseor store-room for the use of the agent in storing goods
belonging to the Indians, to cost not exceeding two thousand dollars; an agency building for the
residence of the agent, to cost not exceeding three thousand; aresidence for the physician, to cost
not more than two thousand dollars; and five other buildings, for a carpenter, farmer, blacksmith,
miller, and engineer, each to cost not exceeding two thousand dollars; also a school-house or
mission building so soon as a sufficient number of children can be induced by the agent to attend
school, which shall not cost exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars.

The United States agrees further to cause to be erected on said Shoshonee reservation, near the
other buildings herein authorized, a good steam circular-saw mill, with agrist-mill and shingle-
machine attached,the same to cost not more than eight thousand dollars.

ARTICLE 4.

The Indians herein named agree, when the agency house and other buildings shall be
constructed on their reservations named, they will make said reservations their permanent home,
and they will make no permanent settlement el sewhere; but they shall have the right to hunt on
the unoccupied lands of the United States so long as game may be found thereon, and so long as
peace subsists among the whites and Indians on the borders of the
hunting districts.
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ARTICLES.

The United States agrees that the agent for said Indians shall in the future make his home at
the agency building on the Shoshonee reservation, but shall direct and supervise affairs on the
Bannack reservation; and shall keep an office open at all times for the purpose of prompt and
diligent inquiry into such matters of complaint by and against the
Indians as may be presented for investigation under the provisions of their treaty stipulations, as
also for the faithful discharge of other duties enjoined by law. In al cases of depredation on
person or property he shall cause the evidence to be taken in writing and forwarded, together with
his finding, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, whose
decision shall be binding on the parties to this treaty.

ARTICLE 6.

If any individual belonging to said tribes of Indians, or legally incorported with them, being
the head of afamily, shall desire to commence farming, he shall have the privilege to select, in
the presence and with the assistance of the agent then in charge, atract of land within the
reservation of histribe, not exceeding three hundred

[*1022]

and twenty acresin extent, which tract so selected, certified, and recorded in the “land-book,” as
herein directed, shall cease to be held in common, but the same may be occupied and held in the
exclusive possession of the person selecting it, and of his family, so long as he or they may
continue to cultivate it.

Any person over eighteen years of age, not being the head of afamily,may in like manner
select and cause to be certified to him or her, for purposes of cultivation, a quantity of land not
exceeding eighty acresin extent, and thereupon be entitled to the exclusive possession of the
same as above described. For each tract of land so selected
a certificate, containing a description thereof, and the name of the person selecting it, with a
certificate indorsed thereon that the same has been recorded, shall be delivered to the party
entitled to it by the agent, after the same shall have been recorded by him in abook to be kept in
his office subject to inspection, which said book shall be known as the “ Shoshone (eastern band)
and Bannack land-book.”

The President may at any time order asurvey of these reservations, and when so surveyed
Congress shall provide for protecting the rights of the Indian settlersin these improvements, and
may fix the character of thetitle held by each.

The United States may pass such laws on the subject of alienation and descent of property as
between Indians, and on al subjects connected with the government of the Indians on said
reservations, and the internal police thereof, as may be thought proper.

ARTICLE 7.

In order to insure the civilization of the tribes entering into this treaty, the necessity of
education is admitted, especialy of such of them as are or may be settled on said agricultural
reservations, and they therefore pledge themselves to compel their children, male and female,
between the ages of six and sixteen years, to attend school; and it is hereby made the duty of the
agent for said Indians to see that this stipulation is strictly complied with; and the United States
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agrees that for every thirty children between said ages who can be induced or compelled to attend
school, a house shall be provided and ateacher competent to teach the elementary branches of an
English education shall be

furnished, who will reside among said Indians and faithfully discharge his or her dutiesasa
teacher. The provisions of this article to continue for twenty years.

ARTICLE 8.

When the head of afamily or lodge shall have selected lands and received his certificate as
above directed, and the agent shall be satisfied that he intends in good faith to commence
cultivating the soil for aliving, he shall be entitled to receive seeds and agricultural implements
for thefirst year, in value one hundred dollars, and for each succeeding year he shall continue to
farm, for aperiod of three years more, he shall be entitled to receive seeds and implements as
aforesaid in value twenty-five dollars per annum.

And it is further stipulated that such persons as commence farming shall receive instructions
from the farmers herein provided for, and whenever more than one hundred persons on either
reservation shall enter upon the cultivation of the soil, a second blacksmith shall be provided,
with such iron, steel, and other material as may be required.

ARTICLEO.

In lieu of al sums of money or other annuities provided to be paid to the Indians herein
named, under any and all treaties heretofore made with them, the United States agreesto deliver
at the agency-house on the reservation herein provided for, on the first day of September of each
year, for thirty years, the following articles, to wit:

For each male person over fourteen years of age, a suit of good substantial woollen clothing,
consisting of coat, hat, pantaloons, flannel shirt, and a pair of woollen socks; for each female over
twelve years of age, aflannel skirt, or the goods necessary to make it, a pair

[*1023]

of woollen hose, twelve yards of calico; and twelve yards of cotton domestics. For the boys and
girls under the ages named, such flannel and cotton goods as may be needed to make each a suit
as aforesaid, together with a pair of woollen hose for each.

And in order that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs may be able to estimate properly for the
articles herein named, it shall be the duty of the agent each year to forward to him afull and exact
census of the Indians, on which the estimate from year to year can be based; and in addition to the
clothing herein named, the sum of ten dollars shall be annually appropriated for each Indian
roaming and twenty dollars for each Indian engaged in agriculture, for a period of ten years, to be
used by the Secretary of the Interior in the purchase of such articles as from time to time the
condition and necessities of the Indians may indicate to be proper. And if at any time within the
ten yearsit shall appear that the amount of money needed for clothing under this article can be
appropriated to better uses for the tribes herein named, Congress may by law change the
appropriation to other purposes; but in no event shall the amount of this appropriation be
withdrawn or discontinued for the period named. And the President shall annually detail an
officer of the Army to be present and attest the delivery of all the goods herein named to the
Indians, and he shall inspect and report on the quantity and quality of the goods and the manner
of their delivery.
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ARTICLE 10.

The United States hereby agrees to furnish annually to the Indians the physician, teachers,
carpenter, miller, engineer, farmer, and blacksmith, as herein contemplated, and that such
appropriations shall be made from time to time, on the estimates of the Secretary of the Interior,
aswill be sufficient to employ such persons.

ARTICLE 11.

No treaty for the cession of any portion of the reservations herein described which may be
held in common shall be of any force or validity as against the said Indians, unless executed and
signed by at least amajority of all the adult male Indians occupying or interested in the same; and
no cession by the tribe shall be understood or construed in such manner as to deprive without his
consent, any individual member of the tribe of his right to any tract of land selected by him. as
provided in Article 6 of thistreaty.

ARTICLE 12.

It is agreed that the sum of five hundred dollars annually, for three years from the date when
they commence to cultivate afarm, shall be expended in presents to the ten persons of said tribe
who, in the judgment of the agent, may grow the most valuable crops for the respective year.

ARTICLE 13.

It is further agreed that until such time as the agency-buildings are established on the
Shoshonee reservation, their agent shall reside at Fort Bridger, U. T., and their annuities shall be
delivered to them at the same place in June of each year.

N. G. Taylor, [SEAL.]
W. T. Sherman, [SEAL.]
Lieutenant-General.
Wm. S. Harney, [SEAL ]
John B. Sanborn, [SEAL .]
S. F. Tappan, [SEAL.]
C. C. Augur, [SEAL.]
Brevet Mg or-General, U. S. Army, Commissioners.
Alfred H. Terry, [SEAL.]
Brigadier-General and Brevet Mgjor-General, U. S. Army.

Attest:
A. S. H. White, Secretary.
[*1024]

Shoshones:
Wash-a-kie, hisx mark.
Wau-ny-pitz, his x mark.
Toop-se-po-wot, hisx mark.

Nar-kok, his x mark.
Taboonshe-ya, his x mark.
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Bazedl, his x mark.

Pan-to-she-ga, his x mark.

Ninny-Bitse, his x mark.
Bannacks:

Taggee, hisx mark.

Tay-to-ba, his x mark.

We-rat-ze-won-a-gen, his x mark.

Coo-sha-gan, hisx mark.

Pan-sook-a-motse, his x mark.

A-wite-etse, hisx mark.

Witnesses:

Henry A. Morrow,

Lieutenant-Colonel Thirty-sixth Infantry and

Brevet Colond U. S. Army. Commanding Fort Bridger.
Luther Manpa, United States Indian agent.

W. A. Carter.

J. Van Allen Carter, interpreter.

* This copy of the treaty was taken from
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